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Value-based 
purchasing

Get the care you need while 
keeping your cost down

CalPERS and Anthem Blue Cross (Anthem) are working together to help keep your out-of-pocket costs down, while giving you 
access to quality care. 

The cost of elective outpatient procedures, such as a colonoscopy, cataract surgery or arthroscopy can vary a lot throughout  
California. Also, the cost can be different for the same procedure within the same region. These price differences aren’t always 
based on better quality or clinical outcomes. 

Within the same area, these procedures can be up to three times more expensive in an outpatient hospital than in an  
ambulatory surgery center. For example, the costs of these procedures can vary a lot without any documented  
difference in outcomes:

●   Colonoscopy: $1,200 to $5,000
●   Cataract surgery: $2,000 to $8,000 
●   Arthroscopy: $4,000 to $12,000 

Value-based site of care
Your Anthem benefits cover 15 value-based procedures, each one with a maximum benefit amount at an outpatient hospital:

Colonoscopy Cataract Surgery Arthroscopy

Hysteroscopy 
Uterine Tissue 
Sample (with 
Biopsy, with or 
without D&C)

Repair of  
Laparoscopic  
Inguinal Hernia

Maximum benefit at an  
outpatient hospital  $1,500 $2,000 $6,000 $3,500 $5,500

Upper GI  
Endoscopy  
with Biopsy

Gall Bladder 
Removal

Upper GI  
Endoscopy Esophagoscopy Sigmoidoscopy

Maximum benefit at an  
outpatient hospital 

$2,000 $5,000 $1,500 $2,000 $1,000

Nasal/Sinus — 
Submucous  
Resection Inferior 
Turbinate

Tonsillectomy 
and/or  
Adenoidectomy, 
Under Age 12

Nasal/Sinus — 
Corrective  
Surgery — 
Septoplasty

Lithotripsy — 
Fragmenting of 
Kidney Stones

Hernia Inguinal 
Repair (Age 5+, 
Non-Laparoscopic)

Maximum benefit at an  
outpatient hospital  $3,000 $3,000 $3,500 $7,000 $4,000

If your bill is higher than your maximum benefit, you’ll be responsible for paying the difference, unless your doctor receives  
advance certification from Anthem that you need to be in an outpatient hospital setting. On the other hand, your ambulatory  
surgery center benefit hasn’t changed. 

Data shows that services at an ambulatory surgery center are generally the same as in the outpatient hospital setting — and the 
average cost in an ambulatory surgery center is lower than in an outpatient hospital setting.



anthem.com/ca/calpers

Your benefit depends on  
where you go for care, and  
your out-of-pocket costs will  
generally be less if you use an  
ambulatory surgery center.

You have a choice — but you can save when using recommended facilities

Here’s how it works:
●    If you use a recommended participating ambulatory surgery center or a participating outpatient hospital that provides these 

surgeries within your maximum benefit, you won’t have extra costs beyond your deductible and coinsurance. 
●    If you use any outpatient hospital or nonparticipating ambulatory surgery center that charges above your maximum benefit, 

you’ll have to pay the difference in cost, in addition to your deductible and coinsurance.

For more information, please call us at: 1-877-PERS-PPO (1-877-737-7776)
Or go online at anthem.com/ca/calpers for:

●   Superior customer service
●   Hassle-free access to specialists
●   Quality providers
●   More online services


